
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High 
School Summer Reading Assignment 2021 

Students will read any novel or nonfiction work by Michael Crichton and complete six (6) dialectical journal 
entries (see instructions below).  You must space out the quotes you find (2 from the beginning, 2 from the 
middle, and 2 from the end) from throughout the novel.   

Dialectical Journals 

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving 
question and answer.”  Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the text.  The process 
is meant to help you develop a better understanding of the text.  Use your journal to incorporate your 
personal responses to the text and your ideas about the themes covered.  You will find that it is a useful way 
to process what you’re reading, prepare yourself for group discussion, and gather textual evidence for your 
Literary Analysis assignments in your future classes.  

Procedure: 
o As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of a T-

chart (ALWAYS include page numbers).
o In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and

comments on each passage)
o If you choose, you can label your responses using the following codes:

 (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear (limit to only two) - be sure
to respond to/reflect upon your question if/when you find an answer.

 (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
 (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
 (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – not just to the

characters in the story.  What conclusions can you draw about the world, about human
nature, or just the way things work?

 (E) Evaluate  - make a judgment about the character(s), their actions, or what the author is
trying to say

o Provide at least six (6) entries. Each entry must be at least 3 sentences long.
o Your responses should be typed.

Sample Dialectical Journal entry: The Things They Carried, by Tim O’Brien 
Passages from the text Pg#s Comments & Questions 

“-they carried like freight trains; 
they carried it on their backs and 
shoulders-and for all the 
ambiguities of Vietnam, all the 
mysteries and unknowns, there 
was at least the single abiding 
certainty that they would never be 
at a loss for things to carry”. 

Pg 2 

(R) O’brien chooses to end the first section of the novel with this
sentence.  He provides excellent visual details of what each solider in 
Vietnam would carry for day-to-day fighting.  He makes you feel the
physical weight of what soldiers have to carry for simple survival.
When you combine the emotional weight of loved ones at home, the
fear of death, and the responsibility for the men you fight with, with
this physical weight, you start to understand what soldiers in
Vietnam dealt with every day. This quote sums up the confusion that 
the men felt about the reasons they were fighting the war, and how
they clung to the only certainty - things they had to carry - in a
confusing world where normal rules were suspended.



Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High 
School Summer Reading Assignment 2021 

Choosing Passages from the Text:  
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling.  For example, you might 
record:  

o Effective &/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices
o Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen before
o Structural shifts or turns in the plot
o A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before
o Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs.
o Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary
o Events you find surprising or confusing
o Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting

Responding To the Text: 
You can respond to the text in a variety of ways.  The most important thing to remember is that your 
observations should be specific and detailed. You can write as much as you want for each entry. Students also 
should do their best to type their responses if at all possible. 

Basic Responses 
o Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text
o Give your personal reactions to the passage
o Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s)
o Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences
o Write about what it makes you think or feel
o Agree or disagree with a character or the author

Sample Sentence Starters: 
I really don’t understand this because… 
I really dislike/like this idea because… 
I think the author is trying to say that… 
This passage reminds me of a time in my life when… 
If I were (name of character) at this point I would… 
This part doesn’t make sense because… 
This character reminds me of (name of person) because…  

Higher Level Responses 
o Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery)
o Make connections between different characters or events in the text
o Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc…)
o Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s)
o Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character
o Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole

Important information: 
o Your summer reading assignment is due on the first academic day of class; you may also have a test on

this novel on the first day of class.
o If you are unable to purchase a copy of a novel, you may check out a copy from any town library.
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All students will be required to read ONE novel or nonfiction work by author Michael Crichton and 
complete a dialectical journal.  A brief list of suggested works is included within this mailing, 
however, please check out the author’s website for a full list of his available novels, nonfiction 
pieces, essays, screenplays and other projects written under a pseudonym: 
https://www.michaelcrichton.com/. This assignment can be found on the Bay Path website through 
the following link:  

http://www.baypath.net/academics/english/summer-reading/ 

Should you have any questions or concerns during the summer hours, please contact Mrs. Jamie 
Ribaudo at jribaudo@baypath.net.  

Should you have any questions or concerns during the school year hours, please contact Mrs. 
Jamie Ribaudo.

An astonishing technique for recovering and cloning dinosaur DNA has 
been discovered. Now humankind’s most thrilling fantasies have come true. Creatures 
extinct for eons roam Jurassic Park with their awesome presence and profound mystery, 
and all the world can visit them—for a price. Until something goes wrong. . . . 

It is now six years since the secret disaster at Jurassic Park, six years since 
the extraordinary dream of science and imagination came to a crashing end—the dinosaurs 
destroyed, the park dismantled, and the island indefinitely closed to the public. There are 
rumors that something has survived. . . . 

https://www.michaelcrichton.com/
http://www.baypath.net/academics/english/summer-reading/
mailto:jribaudo@baypath.net
https://www.michaelcrichton.com/jurassic-park/
https://www.michaelcrichton.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/book-lostworld-small.jpg


A page-turner that draws on both meticulously researched history and an 
exuberant imagination, Dragon Teeth is based on the rivalry between real-life 
paleontologists Cope and Marsh; in William Johnson readers will find an inspiring hero only 
Michael Crichton could have imagined. Perfectly paced and brilliantly plotted, this 
enormously winning adventure is destined to become another Crichton classic. 

Deep in the African rain forest, near the ruins of the Lost City of Zinj, a field 
expedition is brutally killed. At the Houston-based Earth Resources Technology Services, 
Inc., a horrified supervisor watches a gruesome video transmission of that ill-fated group 
and sees a haunting, grainy, man-like blur moving amongst the bodies. In San Francisco, 
an extraordinary gorilla named Amy, who has a 620-sign vocabulary, may hold the secret to 
that fierce carnage. Immediately, a new expedition is sent to the Congo with Amy in tow, 
descending into a secret, forbidden world where the only escape may be through the 
grisliest death. 

In the middle of the South Pacific, a thousand feet below the surface, a 
huge vessel is unearthed. Rushed to the scene is a team of American scientists who 
descend together into the depths to investigate the astonishing discovery. What they find 
defies their imaginations and mocks their attempts at logical explanation. It is a spaceship, 
but apparently it is undamaged by its fall from the sky. And, most startling, it appears to be 
at least three hundred years old, containing a terrifying and destructive force that must be 
controlled at all costs. 

https://www.michaelcrichton.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/cover-dragonteeth-sm.jpg
https://www.michaelcrichton.com/congo/
https://www.michaelcrichton.com/sphere/


The Caribbean, 1665. A remote colony of the English Crown, the island of 
Jamaica holds out against the vast supremacy of the Spanish empire. Port Royal, its capital, 
is a cutthroat town of taverns, grog shops, and bawdy houses. In this steamy climate 
there’s a living to be made, a living that can end swiftly by disease—or by dagger. For 
Captain Charles Hunter, gold in Spanish hands is gold for the taking, and the law of the 
land rests with those ruthless enough to make it. Pirate Latitudes is Michael Crichton at his 
best: a rollicking adventure tale pulsing with relentless action, crackling atmosphere, and 
heart-pounding suspense. 

In teeming Victorian London, where lavish wealth and appalling poverty live 
side by side, Edward Pierce charms the most prominent of the well-to-do as he cunningly 
orchestrates the crime of the century. Who would suspect that a gentleman of breeding 
could mastermind the daring theft of a fortune in gold? Who could predict the 
consequences of making the extraordinary robbery aboard the pride of England’s industrial 
era, the mighty steam locomotive? Based on fact, as lively as legend, and studded with all 
the suspense and style of a modern fiction master, here is a classic caper novel set a 
decade before the age of dynamite–yet nonetheless explosive…. 

In this incisive, detailed survey of five patients, famous thriller author and 
doctor Michael Crichton explores the dramatic workings of Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston’s oldest and most prestigious. This readable account covers not only the history of 
the hospital’s place in society, but also the actual minute-to-minute functions of Mass 
General, where health professionals wage their daily battle against disease and death. 
Crichton’s insightful look at the changes in medicine and surgery caused by technological 
strides of recent years makes for amazing reading. 

https://www.michaelcrichton.com/pirate-latitudes/
https://www.michaelcrichton.com/the-great-train-robbery/
https://www.michaelcrichton.com/five-patients-the-hospital-explained/


Fueled by a powerful curiosity—and by a need to see, feel, and hear, 
firsthand and close-up—Michael Crichton’s journeys have carried him into worlds diverse 
and compelling—swimming with mud sharks in Tahiti, tracking wild animals through the 
jungle of Rwanda. This is a record of those travels—an exhilarating quest across the 
familiar and exotic frontiers of the outer world, a determined odyssey into the 
unfathomable, spiritual depths of the inner world. It is an adventure of risk and 
rejuvenation, terror and wonder, as exciting as Michael Crichton’s many masterful and 
widely heralded works of fiction. 

**Book images and description from https://www.michaelcrichton.com/ 

https://www.michaelcrichton.com/
https://www.michaelcrichton.com/travels/


Name __________________________________________________ Date _____________________________ 

Dialectic Journal- Quotes and Responses 
Directions: After reading the novel or nonfiction work of your choice by Michael Crichton, complete six (6) dialectical 
journal entries. You must space out the quotes you find from throughout the novel (2 from the beginning, 2 from the 
middle, and 2 from the end).   Choose quotes to write in the chart under the “Quote” heading, cite the page number 
under the “PG #” heading, and respond to the quote you have chosen in the final box.  See directions for responding on 
the page titled “Dialectic Journal” directions.   

QUOTE PG # RESPONSE 
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