
 

Summer Reading Suggestions 

 

 

 
As with all high schools in the area, we participate in a Summer Reading program.  This year, although 

there is no formal written assignment, you will be expected to read at least one novel or work of 

nonfiction over the summer, and you will have to discuss or write about it at the beginning of the new 

school year.    

We have compiled a list of enjoyable books from the English Department.   Although none of these are 

mandatory, they are options that we feel readers of different levels may enjoy.  Literature offers a 

universal experience and can be of great benefit in regards to creativity, writing, and exploring themes.  

Hopefully, you find something that you enjoy on the list or on your own—who doesn’t love a trip to 

Barnes and Noble or your local library! 

Each book has a link to ‘Good Reads’ so you can read a review, look at any parental warnings, or just 

browse similar novels.   

Enjoy your summer!  We are looking forward to seeing you in August and discussing your book choice.  

Classics and other Critically Acclaimed Novels 
 

One Hundred Years of Solitude--Gabriel Garcia Marquez:  “It is a rich and brilliant chronicle of life and death, and 

the tragicomedy of humankind. In the noble, ridiculous, beautiful, and tawdry story of the family, one sees all of 

humanity.” 

          -Good Reads Review 

 

Jane Eyre--Charlotte Bronte:  “Orphaned into the household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead and subject to the 

cruel regime at Lowood charity school, Jane Eyre nonetheless emerges unbroken in spirit and integrity.” 

          -Good Reads Review 

 

The Secret Life of Bees—Sue Monk Kidd:  “Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the 

story of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her 

mother was killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, insults three of the 

deepest racists in town, Lily decides to spring them both free.” 

          -Good Reads Review 

 

The Horse Whisperer—Nicholas Evans:  “His name is Tom Booker. His voice can calm wild horses, his touch can 

heal broken spirits. And Annie Graves has traveled across a continent to the Booker ranch in Montana, desperate 

to heal her injured daughter, the girl's savage horse, and her own wounded heart.” 

          -Good Reads Review  

 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/320.One_Hundred_Years_of_Solitude?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10210.Jane_Eyre?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37435.The_Secret_Life_of_Bees?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/479415.The_Horse_Whisperer?ac=1&from_search=true


 

Z:  A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald—Therese Anne Fowler:  For those who have read and are fans of Gatsby.  New 

Amazon series with some adult themes.  “When beautiful, reckless Southern belle Zelda Sayre meets F. Scott 

Fitzgerald at a country club dance in 1918, she is seventeen years old and he is a young army lieutenant stationed 

in Alabama…Everything seems new and possible. Troubles…fade like morning mist. But not even Jay Gatsby's 

parties go on forever.” 

          -Good Reads Review 

 

The Count of Monte Cristo—Alexandre Dumas:  “Thrown in prison for a crime he has not committed, Edmond 

Dantès…there he learns of a great hoard of treasure…and he becomes determined not only to escape, but also to 

unearth the treasure and use it to plot the destruction of the three men responsible for his incarceration.” 

          -Good Reads Review 

 

Little Women—Louisa May Alcott:  “Following the lives of four sisters on a journey out of adolescence, Louisa May 

Alcott's Little Women explores the difficulties associated with gender roles in a Post-Civil War America.” 

          -Good Reads Review 

 

Young Adult Novels and Novels for Reluctant Readers: 
 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children—Ransom Riggs:  Already a motion picture, this series is a fun, fantastic 

read. “A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of curious photographs”      

- Good Reads Review 

 

Quarantine—Lex Thomas:  “It was just another ordinary day at McKinley High—until a massive explosion 

devastated the school. When loner David Thorpe tried to help his English teacher to safety, the teacher convulsed 

and died right in front of him. And that was just the beginning.” 

          - Good Reads Review 

 

Born to Rock—Gordon Korman:  “Leo Caraway, president of the Young Republicans Club and a future Harvard 

student, has his entire future planned. But Leo is soon thrown for a loop when he discovers that the lead singer of 

punk rock's most destructive band is his biological father.” 

           - Good Reads Review 

 

Talon—Julie Kagawa:    “THE DRAGONS OF TALON: Once hunted nearly to extinction, they are now poised to take 
over the world.  THE ORDER OF ST. GEORGE: The legendary dragon slayers will stop at nothing to wipe dragons 
from the face of the earth.  These mortal enemies are locked in secret and deadly combat, with humanity none the 
wiser.  

To take her rightful place in the Talon organization, young dragon Ember Hill must prove she can hide her true 
nature and blend in with humans. However, her delight at the prospect of a summer of "normal" teen experiences 
is short-lived.”         -Amazon.com 

 

Tiger Lily—Jodi Lynn Anderson:  “Before Peter Pan belonged to Wendy, he belonged to the girl with the crow 

feather in her hair...Fifteen-year-old Tiger Lily doesn't believe in love stories or happy endings. Then she meets the 

alluring teenage Peter Pan in the forbidden woods of Neverland and immediately falls under his spell.” 

          -Good Reads Review 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15994634-z
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7126.The_Count_of_Monte_Cristo?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1934.Little_Women?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9460487-miss-peregrine-s-home-for-peculiar-children
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12620969-the-loners
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/160602.Born_to_Rock?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/160602.Born_to_Rock?from_search=true
https://www.amazon.com/Talon-Saga-Julie-Kagawa/dp/0373212151
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7514925-tiger-lily?from_search=true


Novels that may not be for everyone.  Some of these novels may have adult language or themes. 

 

Perks of Being a Wallflower—Stephen Chbosky:  “The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen Chbosky, 

Perks follows observant “wallflower” Charlie as he charts a course through the strange world between adolescence 

and adulthood.”         -Good Reads Review 

 

Looking for Alaska—John Green:  “Miles “Pudge” Halter is done with his safe life at home. His whole life has been 

one big non-event, and his obsession with famous last words has only made him crave “the Great Perhaps” even 

more.”          -Good Reads Review 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian—Sherman Alexie:  “Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the 

Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on 

the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot.”   

          -Good Reads Review 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time—Mark Haddon:  “Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the 

countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has 

no understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow.” 

          -Good Reads Review 

 

Upstate—Kalisha Buckhanon:  “So begins Upstate, a powerful story told through letters between seventeen-year-

old Antonio and his sixteen-year-old girlfriend, Natasha, set in the 1990's in New York. Antonio and Natasha's 

world is turned upside down, and their young love is put to the test.”  

          -Good Reads Review 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale—Margret Atwood:  “Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home 

of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words 

because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the 

Commander makes her pregnant, because in an age of declining births…”  Now a Hula Original Television series.  

          -Good Reads Review 

 

The Kings of the Wyld—Nicholas Eames:  “Clay Cooper and his band were once the best of the best -- the 

meanest, dirtiest, most feared crew of mercenaries this side of the Heartwyld.  

 

Their glory days long past, the mercs have grown apart and grown old, fat, drunk - or a combination of the three. 

Then an ex-bandmate turns up at Clay's door with a plea for help. His daughter Rose is trapped in a city besieged 

by an enemy one hundred thousand strong and hungry for blood…It's time to get the band back together for one 

last tour across the Wyld.”        -Good Reads Review 

 

 

 

If you have a novel of your own that you can’t wait to read, do so, or browse the amazing town libraries that are 

available in your area!  Be prepared for a discussion or assignment based on your novel upon your return.  

 

----The English Department 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22628.The_Perks_of_Being_a_Wallflower?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/99561.Looking_for_Alaska?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/693208.The_Absolutely_True_Diary_of_a_Part_Time_Indian?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1618.The_Curious_Incident_of_the_Dog_in_the_Night_Time?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11967016-upstate?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38447.The_Handmaid_s_Tale?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30841984-kings-of-the-wyld?from_search=true


AP English Literature 2017-2018                                           

Summer Reading Assignment  

Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School  
 

  

Congratulations on choosing AP Literature. Mrs. Lopez and I are very excited to study great literature with you! 

Unfortunately, we are unable to let you have a completely quiet, lazy summer. With that in mind, we’ve put 

together a few things for you to do.   

  

You will need to procure copies of:    

  

• How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster  

• The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski  

• A Literature notebook (preferably one of those marble colored ones that doesn’t have spirals)  
 

Your assignments are as follows:  

  

1. Read and annotate select chapters of How to Read Literature like a Professor. Annotate by writing in the 

margins, using post-its, keeping a running list of observations on the inside of the back flap, or any 

combination of the above. If you are using an e-reader, you should use the notes feature. The chapters that 

you are responsible for reading and annotating are:    

  
1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 19, 20, 21, and 27                                             (Due Aug. 30) 

  

Of course you can read the whole book if you would like to, but we will tackle some of it throughout the year 

in class.  

 
2. Read/annotate The Story of Edgar Sawtelle. (In case you’re curious, it’s about a mute boy, an idyllic farm, a 

family in crisis, and a pack of very special dogs, bred for their superior intelligence and empathy for 

people. It is a hero story, a coming of age story, a tragedy, and a love story. It is also very loosely based on 

Shakespeare’s Hamlet.) Feel free to watch a production of Hamlet over the summer to give you a 

comparison for Sawtelle. Your annotations will be checked upon your return.                          (Due Aug. 30)   

 
3. As you read, look for connections between what you’ve learned from How to Read Literature like a Professor 

and The Story of Edgar Sawtelle. Using post-it notes, or highlighters and writing in margins, or whatever, 

choose no fewer than 20 excellent quotes from the novel and include your own commentary on those 

quotes. The quotes can have thematic resonance, define character, allude to other literary works, use 

exceptionally beautiful language, or just great lines that give you that WHOA! feeling readers get when they 

recognize a truth expressed in an excellent way. Also, come up with at least three questions that you may 

have about the novel. You do not have to answer them, we will discuss them together in class. Put all of 

this in your shiny new marble class notebook.        (Due Aug. 30) 

  

 
4. Read Chapter 27-“A Test Case” in How to Read Litearature Like a Professor, and then choose another 

chapter to apply to Edgar Sawtelle.  Write an essay analyzing the chapter element (i.e. weather, eating, 

etc..,) you chose as it applies to the novel.  Use the test case in chapter 27 as an example.    

          (Due Aug. 30) 

  

  



 
5. Finally, the AP exam is 60 percent poetry. We would like you to try and analyze a few poems. Choose any 

five (5) (V)(Cinco) of the poems listed below and follow the steps attached from “How to Read a Poem” 

 
Read each of the poems you’ve chosen and annotate thoroughly (look at attached sample) paying special 

attention to answering the questions, “How does the author use literary devices to create meaning?” You will 

need to find and print a copy of each of the poems you’ve chosen. Also, highlight the word choices 

(DICTION) that the author uses to create the TONE of the poem.   (Due Sept. 11) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AP English Literature and Composition poems that frequently appear on the AP Literature Exams 
 

1. Matthew Arnold: “Dover Beach” 14. John Keats: “Ode on a Grecian Urn” 

2. Elizabeth Bishop: “In the Waiting Room” 15. Andrew Marvell: “To His Coy Mistress” 

3. Gwendolyn Brooks: “We Real Cool” 16. Wilfred Owen: “Dulce et Decorum Est” 

4. Robert Browning: “My Last Duchess” 17. John Crowe Ransom: “Bells for John Whiteside’s Daughter” 

5. Emily Dickinson: “Safe in their Alabaster Chambers” 18. William Shakespeare: Sonnets (Choose one) 

6. John Donne: “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning” 19. Percy Bysshe Shelley: “Ozymandias” 

7. T.S. Eliot: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 20. Wallace Stevens: “Sunday Morning” 

8. Carolyn Forché: “The Colonel” 21. Dylan Thomas: “Do not go gentle into that good night” 

9. Robert Frost: “Mending Wall” 22. William Carlos Williams: “Danse Russe” 

10. Robert Hayden: “Those Winter Sundays” 23. William Wordsworth: “The World is Too Much With Us” 

11. A. E. Housman: “When I Was One-and-Twenty” 24. William Butler Yeats: “The Second Coming” 

12. Langston Hughes: “Let America Be America Again” 

13. Samuel Johnson: “To Sir John Lade, On His Coming of Age”  (‘A Short Song of Congratulation’) 
 

 

 

 
Feel free to email us this summer with any questions or literary observations; we promise to answer you at some point. 

We would love to hear your thoughts as you read The Story of Edgar Sawtelle or any of the other works. 

 

Have a great summer and see you at the end of August,  

 

Marc Anderson Manderson@baypath.net 

 
Lee Lopez Elopez@baypath.net 

mailto:Manderson@baypath.net
mailto:Elopez@baypath.net


 

(Poetry assignment due September 26)--This can all be done on the printed out copies of the poems or in your new, 

fancy marble notebook. Annotations and questions will be graded. 

 
How to Read a Poem 

• The key to reading a poem is to take your time. 

• Don’t panic if you don’t understand it immediately; some poetry is so dense and layered that if 

you do grasp it in an instant, you’re a) overlooking something; b) reading a bad poem; or c) a 

genius. 

• Look at the title before reading the poem. What might it mean to you? Keep it in mind while 

you read. 

Read it through several times out loud. The ancient oral tradition of poetry still applies today; good 

poetry is intended to be spoken. It is the only way to truly comprehend the poet’s intention, and 

to begin the process of grasping a poem in a deeply personal way, which is, of course, the purpose of 

reading poetry. 

• After you have read it several times, begin to analyze. First apply the 5 “S” strategies. 

This is an Annotated Guide to the Five-S strategy analysis for Passages and Poetry 
 

* Underline the first and last SENTENCES. Preview the passage by reading the first sentence, the last 

sentence, and by skimming the text in between to determine the scope of the work. By carrying 

out this step first, you gain an overview that allows for effective pacing. You also have a road map on 

which to base predictions and questions about the text. 

 
* Find all different or “funky” punctuation or SYNTAX and circle it. Discover obvious concentrations 

of unusual or otherwise significant syntax and their purpose. Look for changes in sentence length, 

sentence order, use of punctuation, and typographical elements such as italics, sentence inversion 

that creates rhetorical questions, etc. Mark this predominant syntax. This marking provides visual 

cues throughout the passage which will often guide the reader to the part of the passage that 

conveys the most meaning-the crux. 

 

* Discover the SPEAKER; write the name and point of view label at the top of the passage. Look for such 

things as the number of speakers and the narrator’s point of view-this is most often either first 

person (narrator as major character, narrator as minor character) or third person (omniscient, 

limited omniscient or objective). Unless otherwise specified, analyze from the speaker’s 

vantage point. Note anything that gives a clue about the speaker’s attitude. Be able to specify who 

is talking and how that person(s) feels about what is happening in the passage. 

 

* Discover the SITUATION; write one clear sentence on the top of the page about what happens in the 

passage. (Be sure to examine the title of the piece if it has one.) All passages have a conflict of 

some kind. Be able to answer the questions: What is the conflict? How is it resolved? 



* Draw a line in the passage where the major SHIFTS occur. Look for diction or word choice changes in 

the time, speed, or character attitude/speech to find the shift. SHIFTS are often indicated by 

changes in structure, syntax, or diction, such as wording that evokes certain connotations and 

sudden changes in tone, sentence length, rhythm, punctuation, or patterns of imagery. Find areas 

of the passage where you can locate the most changes, and closely annotate them. 

 
 

• Then, answer these questions as well: (If you are not sure how to answer some of these 

questions right now, don’t worry. We’ll get there.) 

 
1. Who is the author? When did he/she write the poem? What’s the historical context? 

2. Don’t forget to examine what can sometimes be the most important clue to a poem’s 

meaning: “The Title”; has the title changed meaning from what you thought at the 

beginning of the novel? 

3. What Literary devices does the poet use? What is the effect of those devices? 

4. How has the poet arranged the stanzas on the page? How do the lines look on the page? 

5. Where the lines break and what is the meter? 

6. Is there a rhyme scheme? Does the poem seem to follow a pattern or have a specific form? 

 
Remember when annotating, it should be completely marked up with purpose. We will be looking at your 

annotated poems. All five must be done for a grade. We’ve attached a poem as an example of a well 

annotated page. 
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